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The Wonder Summit is a conference birthed from The Cultivate 
Grant (Lilly) out of the Western North Carolina Conference of 
the United Methodist Church; however, our target audience is 
the whole SEJ. 

Our purpose is to guide churches (pastors, worship leaders, 
and children's ministers) to reimagine congregational worship 
with children. Through speakers, workshops, and worship we 
will approach this from theological, practical, and contextual 
perspectives.

We are looking for Vendors who provide resources and 
encouragement for this holy work of ministry with children, 
especially as it relates to engaging children in worship and 
prayer. Organizations and suppliers of products, services, and 
opportunities to guide congregations to nurture children in 
worship and prayer, representing various ministries, missions, 
denominational boards and agencies, publishers, colleges, 
universities, seminaries, and more.

What is the 
Vendor 

Fair?

What is
The Wonder 

Summit?

Who will be in attendance?

13+ 200+

Pastors

Worship Leaders

Children's Ministers

Musicians

District Superintendents

Conference Staff

Resource Providers
Learn more about us at:
www.thewondersummit.org

Learn more about our venue at:
lakejunaluska.com

300+ ATTENDEES, INCLUDING:

Annual 
Conferences

Faith 
Communities

http://www.thewondersummit.org
https://lakejunaluska.com/
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Wonder Summit Values

Spirit-led 
Collaboration

We believe in working together—
across churches, conferences, 
and communities—trusting the 
Spirit to guide us into shared 

learning and collective impact.

Reliably United 
Methodist

As our target audience is the 
SEJUMC, we commit to content, 

theology, processes, and 
messages that are 

unquestioningly United 
Methodist. 

Bible: 
"Seriously not Literally"
We take the Bible seriously as God’s 
living word, using tradition, reason, 

and experience to interpret it 
faithfully.

Celebrating
Diversity

We honor the richness of God’s 
creation by lifting up the diverse 

voices, cultures, and 
perspectives that strengthen our 

ministry with children.

Rooted in Grace
We ground our ministry in God’s 

grace, creating safe and brave 
spaces where children, leaders, 
and congregations grow in faith, 

love, and service without 
judgment or shame.

Childlike Wonder
We commit to providing 

immersive worship experiences 
for all so that people may 

embody child-like wonder and 
the play of the Holy Spirit.

Wonder Summit Commitments

Provide a welcoming and safe space for learning, resourcing, networking, 
worship, and soul care.

Immersive childlike fun and wonder

Provide theological, practical, and cultural approaches to integrating and 
engaging children in congregational worship for multiple contexts.

Worship that models how to incorporate children into congregational 
worship.

Diversity in age, race, gender, and cultural context of participants and 
presenters.



RECRUIT 
members, volunteers, 
and donors for your 
important mission 

and ministry.

RAISE FUNDS 
through on-site product 

sales to conference 
attendees who love 

to shop.

Wednesday, November 4
• 9am – Noon: Vendors Set-Up
• 5:30pm – 7pm: Vendor Hall Open

Thursday, November 5
• 8am – 6pm: Vendor Hall Open
• Clean up by 7pm

For a full schedule of The Wonder 
Summit, visit thewondersummit.org

What is the 
schedule?

• 72” table

• Chair

• Black tablecloth (if requested)

• Electricity access (if requested)

• Listing in the conference program

• Public WiFi

What does 
the vendor 
fee cover?

$200 for United Methodist-related organization or Lilly grantee

$300 for other non-profit organizations

$500 for for-profit organizations

$FREE with Sponsorship ($1000+)

What is the 
vendor fee?

MARKET 
your products and 

services to key decision-
makers at hundreds 

of churches.

Why should you join us?



Sponsorship 
opportunities

Wonder Bar Sponsor ($5000; 1 available)
Sponsoring The Wonder Bar dessert social creates a sweet, memorable 
moment for 300+ participants, linking your organization with generosity, 
hospitality, and joy. (Two full pages in booklet)

Snack-time Sponsor ($1500; 2 available)
Sponsoring snack-time connects your organization with tangible 
hospitality, fueling participants throughout the Wonder Summit day. 
(½ page in booklet)

Prayground Sponsor ($500; 2 available)
Sponsoring the Prayground supports a worship space modeling 
meaningful inclusion of children, inspiring congregations to welcome 
all ages. (¼ page in booklet)

Unlimited available:
Wonder Explorer ($1000) ¼ page in booklet; 1 ticket
Wonder Nurturer ($2000) ½ page in booklet; 2 tickets
Wonder Champion ($3000) Full page in booklet, 3 tickets

Welcome bag swag
Add your swag to the 300+ welcome bags that will be distributed to each attendee at registration. Swag items 
should not exceed 1” x 6” x 9” if three-dimensional or 8.5” x 11” if flat.  Your 300+ items should be shipped to the 
WNCC office, arriving between Sept. 15-Oct.15, 2026.

On-screen advertisement
Advertise on the big screen! We will share advertisements on digital screens
in the main auditorium meeting room throughout the conference. Digital ads 
must be received by October 1st and meet the following requirements: 
• Single PowerPoint slide - 16:9 size ratio
• No sound/audio - No animations/videos

Charging station sponsorship
We will provide the charging station, and you will provide physical materials and/or a branded sign with a QR code 
to place on the table for people to look at your resources while they wait for their device to charge. *Limited 
availability

Stuart Auditorium location upgrade: Available for UMC-related agencies, Lilly grantees, and non-profits only.

The vendor fee is required for all sponsors or à la carte advertising.

APPLICATIONS OPEN 
Vendor applications available at 

thewondersummit.org. 
Sponsorships are available first 

come, first served.

Feb
6

DEADLINE 
Applications and payment due for 
vendor fees, sponsorships, and à 

la carte advertising.

Sept
6

CONFIRMATION 
Email notification sent within two 

weeks of receiving the application to 
confirm your vendor space and 

applicable sponsorships/advertising.

within 2
weeks

The Wonder Summit 
Sponsors will be highlighted 
in The Wonder Summit 
Resource Booklet.

À la carte 
advertising 

opportunities

Timeline
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UMC-related 
ministry OR 
Lilly grantee

UMC related ministry/ 
organization OR Lilly grantee

$200 $50 $100
$100/

day
$50

$30/
day

Other non-
profit 
agencies

Non-United Methodist 
501(c)(3) public charities 
and private foundations

$300 $300 $150
$100/

day
$50

$30/
day

For-profit
Any other organization/
business without 501(c)(3) 
status

$500 $500 N/A
$100/

day
$50

$30/
day

Frequently asked questions

Is the vendor fee required in order to be a 
sponsor or participate in à la carte advertising?
Yes. All sponsors and advertisers must be vendors.

Where will the Vendor Hall be set up?
The Vendor Hall will have two locations – a select number 
will be in the back of Stuart Auditorium where worship 
and large gatherings will be located. The main Vendor 
Hall will be next door in Harrell 202 (across from the 
coffee shop). When applying for a vendor space, you will 
be given the opportunity share your location preference.

Will displays be secured outside of fair hours?
Harrell Center 202  will be locked when the Vendor Hall is 
closed. Vendors with Stuart Auditorium displays are 
responsible for securing their items, as it will be open 
during non-Vendor Fair hours.

Can display materials be shipped to the venue?
Yes. Approved vendors will receive instructions after 
receiving applications and payment.

Pricing

Is housing available?
The Wonder Summit takes place at the Lake Junaluska 
Conference & Retreat Center in North Carolina. Vendors 
are responsible for their own travel and accommodations. 
Housing is available on site, or at hotels or vacation rentals 
in nearby Waynesville, Clyde, or Maggie Valley.

Who do we contact with questions?
WNCC Youth & Children's Ministry Strategist, Shannon 
LeMaster-Smith will manage the Vendor Hall pre-event. 
Lisa Bond will be the onsite contact person. All questions 
leading up to or during the event can be sent to 
youthministry@wnccumc.org or call 704-714-2326 ext. 146.



Rules and Regulations
The terms “Vendor Hall,” “Resource Fair,” “Expo,” “Trade Show,” and “Exhibit Show” are interchangeable and refer to the 2026 Wonder 
Summit to be held at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina November 4-6, 2026. The Vendor Hall is owned, produced, and managed by The 
Western North Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church (the  “CONFERENCE”). The term “Exhibitor" or “Vendor” refers to 
the organization or person or any of its officers, directors, shareholders, employees, contractors, agents, or representatives that applied 
for exhibit space rental and agreed to enter into this agreement. The Exhibit Booth and Advertising Contract and the payment of 
exhibit space fees together will constitute a contract for the right to use exhibit space. The CONFERENCE reserves the right to reject 
any applications for any reason.

Application Denial
The CONFERENCE retains the right to deny any Exhibitor’s application for any reason. If the CONFERENCE denies an application, the 
Exhibitor will be notified by September 15, 2025, and the vendor application payment will be refunded.

Space Rental
All booths are tables approximately 72” long and 30” wide. Each Exhibitor shall have usage of a table, one chair, black tablecloth (if 
requested), electricity access (if requested), listing in the Conference program and public (provided by Lake Junaluska Conference 
Center) Wi-Fi. 

Utilities and WiFi
All utilities and WiFi are provided by Lake Junaluska Conference Center, and Exhibitor acknowledges that the CONFERENCE has no 
control over the quality or consistency of such services aside from arranging to make them available to Exhibitor for its booth space.  
Any service interruptions or outages are not the responsibility or liability of the CONFERENCE.

Space Assignments
The reservation and assignment of space is on a first-come, first-served basis; however, we will attempt to provide priority treatment to 
those companies that, in the judgment of the CONFERENCE, provide the greatest amount of support to the ministry of The 
Conference, including preferential and premium location (“Preferred Exhibitors”). The assignment of space will begin on October 1, 
2026. The CONFERENCE will make reasonable efforts to assign the Exhibitor’s booth in the location requested by Exhibitor and to 
provide adequate space (subject to Preferred Exhibitors). Notwithstanding the above, the CONFERENCE reserves the right to change 
the floor plan or to change the location assigned to Exhibitor at any time, as it may, in its sole discretion, deem necessary for the best 
interest of the Resource Fair. The CONFERENCE has sole discretion in the assignment of booth space. Exhibitors shall not sublet all or 
any part of the booth or any equipment provided by the CONFERENCE, nor shall Exhibitor assign this Agreement in whole or in part 
without prior, written notice to and approval from the CONFERENCE. 

Exhibit Space Occupancy
ANY EXHIBITOR THAT FAILS TO OCCUPY ITS EXHIBIT SPACE BY THE END OF PUBLISHED SET-UP HOURS, LEAVES THE 
EXHIBIT SPACE UNATTENDED DURING RESOURCE FAIR HOURS, OR BEGINS DISMANTLING OF EXHIBIT SPACE PRIOR TO THE 
CLOSE OF THE RESOURCE FAIR BY THE CONFERENCE, MAY FORFEIT ITS RIGHT TO THE EXHIBIT SPACE AND MAY NOT BE 
ALLOWED TO EXHIBIT AT FUTURE CONFERENCE EVENTS.

Cancellation Policy
All cancellations must be received in writing (email acceptable); no telephone cancellations will be honored. For cancellations (applies 
to advertising and welcome bag swag items, as well) received by September 15, 2026, will receive 50% of their fee refunded. 
Cancellations received after September 15, 2026 will forfeit full payment. The CONFERENCE retains the right to resell any exhibit space 
cancelled by Exhibitors and retain the proceeds for the CONFERENCE’s own account.

Cancellation or Postponement of Resource Fair
In the event that the Resource Fair is postponed for any reason, the performance of the parties under this Agreement shall be excused 
for such period of time as is reasonably necessary after such occurrence to remedy the effects thereof, and in any event for the duration 
of such postponement. In the event that such occurrence results in cancellation of the Resource Fair, the obligations of the parties 
under this Agreement shall be automatically terminated and all payments made by the Exhibitor under this Agreement shall be 
refunded to the Exhibitor, less a pro-rata share of expenses actually incurred by the CONFERENCE in connection with the Resource 
Fair.

Payment of Debts
Exhibitors are required to make all payments for exhibit space. Exhibitors are further responsible for ensuring that there are no 
outstanding debts owed by them to the CONFERENCE. If all payments and outstanding debts are not paid in full by September 6, 
2026, the CONFERENCE retains the right to cancel the Exhibitor’s space without further notice and without obligation to refund 
moneys previously paid and to re-sell the space assigned.

Handling and Storage
The CONFERENCE will not accept nor store display materials or empty crates. Exhibitor shall make their own arrangements 
forshipment, delivery, receipt, and storage of such materials and empty crates.

Terms and conditions



Arrangements of Displays
Exhibitor agrees to abide by all exhibit display guidelines published in the Vendor Prospectus. All Exhibitors must remain within the 
confines of their own exhibit space, and no Exhibitor will be permitted to erect signs or display products in such a manner as to 
obstruct the view or disadvantageously affect the display of other Exhibitors. The CONFERENCE shall have the right to demand 
modification of the appearance of dress of persons or mannequins used in conjunction with displays or demonstrations. Vendor 
displays not conforming to these specifications, or which in design, operation, or otherwise, are deemed objectionable by the 
CONFERENCE in its sole discretion, will be prohibited and may be closed by the CONFERENCE.

Exhibitor Operation and Conduct
(A) EXHIBITORS MAY NOT SCHEDULE PRIVATE FUNCTIONS OR EVENTS WHICH CONFLICT WITH OFFICIALLY SCHEDULED 

THE CONFERENCE EVENTS; 
(B) The use of live animals is prohibited in the Vendor Hall; 
(C) The use of objectionable amplifying or lighting equipment is prohibited; 
(D) Exhibitors may not use strolling entertainment, nor distribute samples, magazines, or advertising materials in any area outside of 

their exhibit space; 
(E) It is the Exhibitor’s responsibility to ensure that models' and/or artisans' appearance and dress will not be offensive to modest 

tastes. Furthermore, artisans and models are not permitted to perform or appear outside of the contracted exhibit space during 
fair hours; 

(F) Food and beverage may be dispensed from Exhibitor’s area within the following guidelines: (i) Exhibitor must obtain written 
approval from the CONFERENCE; (ii) Distribution area must be kept clean and attractive; (iii) All attendees must have the 
opportunity to sample; (iv) Cooking may not take place in the booth without prior written approval from the CONFERENCE; (vi) 
Any food and beverage distributed must be arranged through the facility where the Resource Fair is held. No alcoholic beverages 
may be sold or served.

Exhibitors and their representatives shall at all times conduct themselves in a professional manner and shall not disparage or libel 
fellow Exhibitors, the CONFERENCE, or the officers or employees of aforementioned organizations  or engage in other activities which 
caste the event in a negative light or creates negative publicity for the CONFERENCE. Exhibitors shall not malign The United Methodist 
Church or caste it in a negative light.  If Exhibitor does engage in such conduct, the CONFERENCE reserves the right to cancel the 
Exhibitor's space without further notice and without obligation to refund moneys previously paid and to re-sell exhibit space assigned. 
the CONFERENCE further reserves the right to reject Exhibitor's application to exhibit in future shows of the CONFERENCE.

Protection of Exhibit Facility and Liability
Exhibitor shall, at its expense, promptly pay for or repair any and all damage to the exhibit facility, booth equipment, or the property of others caused by 
the Exhibitor or any of its employees, agents, contractors, or representatives. This Agreement shall not constitute or be considered a partnership, 
employer- employee relationship, joint venture or agency between THE CONFERENCE and Exhibitor. EXHIBITOR HEREBY AGREES TO, SHALL AND 
DOES INDEMNIFY, RELEASE, HOLD HARMLESS, AND DEFEND THE CONFERENCE AND ITS AGENTS, OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, TRUSTEES, 
ANDEMPLOYEES (collectively, the “CONFERENCE” for this provision) FROM AND AGAINST ANY AND ALL LIABILITY, RESPONSIBILITY, LOSS, 
DAMAGE, COST, OR EXPENSE OF ANY KIND WHATSOEVER (INCLUDING INTEREST AND ATTORNEY'S FEES) WHICH THE CONFERENCE MAY INCUR, 
SUFFER, BE PUT TO, PAY, OR BE REQUIRED TO PAY, RELATING TO OR ARISING FROM ANY INTENTIONAL OR NEGLIGENT ACT OR OMISSION BY 
EXHIBITOR OR ANY OF ITS EMPLOYEES, REPRESENTATIVES, OR AGENTS (collectively, “EXHIBITOR” for this provision). TO THE FULLEST EXTENT 
PERMITTED BY LAW, EXHIBITOR RELEASES THE CONFERENCE FROM ALL LIABILITY, DAMAGES, CLAIMS, CAUSES OF ACTION, AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING ATTORNEY’S FEES) THAT MAY BE INCURRED BY EXHIBITOR AND THAT ARISE FROM OR RELATE TO EXHIBITOR’S PARTICIPATION IN 
THE TRADE SHOW ACTIVITIES AND/OR ANY ACT, OMISSION, NEGLIGENCE OR COMPARATIVE FAULT OF THE CONFERENCE. IN NO EVENT SHALL 
THE CONFERENCE BE LIABLE TO EXHIBITOR FOR INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, PUNITIVE, CONSEQUENTIAL, OR LOST PROFIT DAMAGES.

Exhibiting Codes and Agreements
Exhibitor hereby agrees to be bound by all Resource Fair rules and regulations outlined here, in the exhibit show brochure, and in the Exhibitor Service 
Kit, and any additional rules, regulations, and information as may be adopted by THE CONFERENCE. Exhibitor further agrees to adhere to and be 
bound by (i) all applicable fire, utility, and building codes and regulations of the facility where the Resource Fair is held; (ii) any rules or regulations of 
said facility; (iii) the terms of all leases and agreements between the CONFERENCE and the managers or owners of said facility; (iv) the terms of any and 
all leases and agreements between the CONFERENCE and any other party relating to the Resource Fair; and (v) all Federal, State, and local laws, codes, 
ordinances and rules. If any provision in these Terms and Conditions or the rules and regulations referred to herein is held to be invalid, illegal, or 
unenforceable in any respect, the invalidity, illegality, or unenforceability shall not affect any other provision, rule or regulation and the Terms and 
Conditions shall be construed as if the invalid, illegal, or unenforceable provision had not been included.

Governing Law; Venue
These Terms and Conditions shall be governed by the laws of the state of North Carolina without regard to conflicts of law provisions. All disputes 
between Exhibitor and the CONFERENCE and relating to or arising from these Terms and Conditions shall be decided by a state or federal court 
located in Charlotte or Mecklenburg County, North Carolina and all parties consent to the jurisdiction of such courts; provided, however, that, as a 
condition to filing any judicial proceeding, the dispute shall first be submitted to one-half day of mediation in Charlotte, Mecklenburg County, North 
Carolina with a third-party mediator and party representatives present in person at their own cost.

Terms and conditions, continued
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